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SUB J : GROMYKO BULLISH ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS 
REF: MOSCOW 0905 

1. JUDGING FROM PRAVDA SUMMARY JANUARY 20, GROMYKO TOOK 
VERY POSITIVE LINE TOWARD U.S. IN HIS SPEECH AT PRESENTA- 
TION OF ORDER OF FRIENDSHIP OF PEOPLES TO ARMENIAN SSR. 

SOVIET FONMIN GAVE PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO IMPORTANCE OF 
NUCLEAR WAR PREVENTION AGREEMENT AND OF SALT. ON SALT II 
GROMYKO SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH ISSUES AFFECT BASIC SECURITY 
OF BOTH COUNTRIES, POSSIBILITIES EXIST FOR MUTUALLY ACCEPT- 
ABLE DECISIONS (ON CONDITION THAT THEY ARE REALLY MUTUALLY 
ACCEPTABLE). 

2. GROMYKO NOTED CONTINUED ACTIVITY IN U.S. OF OPPONENTS 

OF BETTER BILATERAL RELATIONS, BUT COUNTERED THAT PROCESS OF 
"RADICAL NORMALIZATION" IS GATHERING FORCE. HE REFERRED 
SPECIFICALLY TO UNDERSTANDING ON NEW VISIT TO USSR OF 
U.S. PRESIDENT AND ADDED, "IT IS POSSIBLE TO CONSIDER 
THAT NEXT SUMMIT WILL BEAR REAL FRUITS." 
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3. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN FULL TEXT OF 
GROMYKO SPEECH, HIS EMPHASIS ON SECURITY ASPECTS TO THE 
APPARENT EXCLUSION OF OTHER ASPECTS (FOR EXAMPLE, TRADE) 

PARALLELS RECENT HIGH-LEVEL U.S. COMMENTS ON BILATERAL RELA- 
TIONSHIP AND REFLECTS CONTINUING SOBER SOVIET ASSESSMENT OF 
MFN PROSPECTS. DUBS 
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